THE SOUND BARRIER CHALLENGE 2007

The Sound Barrier Challenge takes place on Sunday, 18th of February, 2007. This fundraising leisure cycle event is organised by Bray Wheelers Cycling Club.

What is the purpose of the Sound Barrier Challenge?

The Sound Barrier Challenge is being held to sponsor additional speech therapy for Iban Connolly. Iban is 20 months old, and was diagnosed as profoundly deaf at 5 months. In November 2006, after receiving no benefit from traditional hearing aids, he received a Cochlear Implant. At 18 months Iban was one of the youngest recipients in Ireland. The challenge for Iban is to learn to understand what sound is, and how he can use sound to communicate. Intensive speech therapy will allow Iban to get the maximum benefit from his Cochlear Implant. The ultimate aim for Iban is to learn to communicate through spoken language and live a normal, mainstream life.

Registration:

Registration takes place from 9am at Bray Wheelers new clubhouse at Schools Road, off the Boghall Road in Bray. There is a 10 euro registration contribution with additional donations at participant’s discretion.

Route & Schedule:

There will be various route options to participants:

The Elite group will depart from the clubhouse at 9.30am and cover approximately 100km.

The Intermediate group will depart at 10.30am and cover about 50km.

The Beginners and Underage group will depart at 11.30am and cover around 15km

Post-Event:

It’s hoped that all participants will be back safely in the Clubhouse by 1pm. Refreshments and changing facilities will be available at the clubhouse after the event. There will also be an awareness presentation about the purpose of the event.

Sponsorship Cards:

Sponsorship cards are also available in advance – contact Michael O’Donnell on 087 628 71 28 or BrayWheelersPR@hotmail.com for details 

Additional Information: 

What is a Cochlear Implant?

A Cochlear Implant is a medical device that artificially provides hearing for individuals who otherwise would not be able to hear. 

Who needs a Cochlear Implant?

A Cochlear Implant is designed for individuals who are profoundly deaf or severely hearing impaired, and who cannot benefit from traditional hearing aids. 

There are lots of different causes of deafness, and damaged or missing hair cells in the inner ear is a very common cause. The inner ear contains tiny hair cells that detect vibrations in the air caused by sound. The vibrations detected are then passed to the brain where they are 

interpreted as sound. When these hair cells are damaged or missing this is called sensori neural hearing loss. Essentially a critical link between the ear and brain is missing. 

A Cochlear Implant is designed to bypass the damaged inner ear and pass the sound detected directly to the brain. It does this by converting sound into electrical signals and sending these directly to the auditory cortex in the brain. 

What does a Cochlear Implant look like?

The Cochlear Implant has two parts. An internal and an external part. The internal part is surgically inserted behind the patient’s ear. The external part, which consists of a microphone, a sound processor and a coil, sits behind the ear and transmits the sound captured to the internal part. Sound is captured by the microphone, and is passed to the processor. The processor filters the sound so that speech can be heard more clearly. The sound is then transmitted to the internal part via the coil. From there it is transmitted to the auditory centre in the brain, in the same way it would for a hearing person.  

What is the benefit of wearing a Cochlear Implant?

Thousands of people around the world are using Cochlear Implants with great satisfaction.

A Cochlear Implant doesn’t restore normal hearing. It gives the profoundly deaf person a sensation of sound. This sensation is metallic, digital and artificial compared to sound as hearing people know it. It does however offer profoundly deaf individuals the chance to learn to hear and speak, greatly increasing the quality of their lives. Combined with intensive and ongoing speech therapy, wearers can lead an almost normal life. 

To maximise the benefit of a Cochlear Implant for individuals who are born profoundly deaf, it is very important to receive the implant as early as possible. The younger the individual is when they receive the implant, the greater the benefit as the brain is still forming at this stage. 

Ireland, unlike many other European countries, does not routinely conduct hearing checks on newborn babies.

Who conducts implanting in Ireland?

Ireland has one Cochlear Implant programme. This programme is run by Dr. Laura Viani in Beaumont Hospital, Dublin. Since this programme was setup, almost 200 individuals have received and are benefiting from Cochlear Implants. For more information see www.beaumont.ie and go to the ‘Cochlear Implant Programme’ department.
